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 Abstract.    We studied the breeding success of resident Bald Eagles (Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus) over a 20-year period along the Pit River drainage in northern California.  In 258 
nesting attempts at 10 intensively studied nesting territories, 0.31 to 1.65 young were produced 
per year per occupied territory (mean = 0.97), with average nesting success of 62%.  Nineteen 
individually banded breeding adult Bald Eagles produced from zero to 36 young during their 
lifetimes, and birds remained on their territories for 1–16 years following capture as adults.  We 
calculated a 90% annual survival rate for breeding adults from our sample of 19 birds, with 
longevity of one banded eagle at 22 years.  Eagles that bred on a territory for a greater number of 
years did not produce a greater number of young annually on average than other breeding birds.  
Larger males, as evidenced by body mass at capture, produced significantly more young over 
their lifetimes than smaller males.  This same relationship did not hold for females, however.  
Seven banded pairs of adults remained together on their territories for 3–15 years.  Reproduction 
decreased significantly following replacement of a breeding adult on a territory, and this effect 
continued for 2–3 years following replacement.   
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