The Condor
Volume 110, Issue 1
February 2008 C.E.
Abstracts

FEATURE ARTICLES

NEOTROPICAL AUSTRAL MIGRANT LANDBIRDS: POPULATION TRENDS AND
HABITAT USE IN THE CENTRAL MONTE DESERT, ARGENTINA
VICTOR R. CUETO'#, JAVIER LOPEZ DE CASENAVE', AND LUIS MARONE™*
'Desert Community Ecology Research Team (Ecodes), Departamento de Ecologia, Genética y
Evolucion, Facultad de Ciencias Exactas y Naturales, Universidad de Buenos Aires, Piso 4,
Pabellon 2, Ciudad Universitaria, C1428EHA Buenos Aires, Argentina
*Desert Community Ecology Research Team (Ecodes), IADIZA Institute, CONICET, Casilla de
Correo 507, 5500 Mendoza, Argentina
3Centro de Estudios Avanzados en Ecologia y Biodiversidad (CASEB), Pontificia Universidad
Catolica de Chile, Alameda 340, Santiago, Chile
Manuscript received 22 February 2007; accepted 12 November 2007.
* E-mail: vcueto@ege.fcen.uba.ar

Abstract. We studied density changes of two groups of Neotropical austral migrant
landbirds—the South American temperate-tropical (SATT) and cold-temperate (SACT)
migratory systems—in the main habitat types of the central Monte desert of Argentina (open
Prosopis flexuosa woodland and Larrea cuneifolia shrubland) over 10 years. Five species, all
tyrant flycatchers (Tyrannidae) made up SATT, whereas only two of the seven species of SACT
were tyrannids. Densities of both SATT and SACT were higher in open woodland than in
shrubland. SATT density did not differ among years, but SACT density did, having lower values
in 1994 in both habitats. In subsequent years, SACT densities increased but did not reach values
similar to those previous to 1994. The decline in 1994 coincided with a two-year drought period
that began in 1993, but lower density in the following years did not appear to be related to
climatic conditions in the study area, suggesting a low capacity of SACT species to recover
population abundance after periods of stress. In contrast, SATT density was not associated with
local climatic conditions, possibly because several SATT species used the study area only as a
stopover site. During the breeding season, birds of both migratory systems disproportionately use
the open woodland, which offers more sites to nest and feed than does the shrubland. Although
most SATT and SACT species are abundant and not currently of conservation concern, human
activities in the central Monte desert promote the structural simplification of the habitat, which
could threaten future populations of Neotropical austral migrant landbirds in this ecosystem.
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