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Abstract. We describe the main reproductive characteristics (laying date, egg size,
hatchling mass, and breeding success), chick growth, and patterns of provisioning in Lesser
Noddies (Anous tenuirostris) on Aride Island, Seychelles, 1995–2002. The bulk of the
population laid eggs between late May and late June in most years. Both hatching and fledging
success varied significantly between years, with fledging success (2–92%) more variable than
hatching success (28–91%). Productivity of less than 0.10 chicks per breeding pair occurred in
25% of the years. In 2001, egg volume did not differ significantly between hatched and
unhatched eggs. Chick mass at hatching was significantly correlated with an egg volume index,
but there were no correlations between egg size and either hatching date or linear growth rate.
Around 40% of the Lesser Noddy chicks were fed at dusk. Chicks aged 0–5 and 6–10 days
received significantly less food than older chicks. There was evidence of daily and stochastic
variation in the foraging success of individual birds. Comparing similar studies, chicks of Lesser
Noddies and Sooty Terns (Sterna fuscata) appeared more resistant to fluctuating food supplies
than those of Roseate Terns (Sterna dougallii), indicating that, in tropical seas, slow growth and
foraging farther offshore are more advantageous than faster growth and inshore feeding.
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