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Abstract. We studied productivity and nesting success of the Thick-billed
Parrot (Rhynchopsitta pachyrhyncha) during a 7-year period (1995-2001) in five nesting
areas at the Sierra Madre Occidental in Mexico. Two breeding areas continue to be the
breeding strongholds for the species. We found 553 cavities with associated pairs and
determined the outcome of 187 accessible nests. Of 510 eggs followed, 405 (79%)
hatched, and 307 (60%) produced fledglings. Clutch size averaged 2.7 eggs, and mean
reproductive output was 1.6 fledglings per egg-laying pair. Overall nest success was
80% and ranged from 88% in 1996 to 60% in 2000. This was higher than nest success of
most psittacines, and we consider productivity excellent in remaining areas of good
habitat. Nevertheless, the species has nearly disappeared from many areas of its former
range that have been converted from old-growth coniferous stands to immature stands
deficient in both nest sites and food.
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