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Abstract. This study asked whether parent House Wrens (Troglodytes aedon) in a
Wyoming population increased rates of food delivery to broods parasitized by hematophagous
blow fly larvae and mites.  We observed no significant difference in rates at which pairs fed
nestlings at nests with naturally heavy infestations of fly larvae (6–19 larvae per nestling) and
nests in which nestling exposure to larvae was experimentally eliminated or severely reduced
(0–2 larvae per nestling).  The apparent failure of parents to compensate nestlings for resources
lost to parasites may, in part, explain the reduced rates of mass gain by parasitized nestlings that
we observed and the presence of reduced hemoglobin levels in parasitized nestlings documented
in a companion study.  Parasitized nestlings may be too weak or anemic to intensify begging
activity which would alert parents to their increased need for food.
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