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SHORT COMMUNICATIONS
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Abstract. A spring hunt was implemented on the staging areas of Greater Snow
Geese (Chen caerulescens atlantica) in Quebec in 1999 and 2000. We evaluated whether this
activity, which occurred during the period of spring nutrient storage, may have affected the body
condition and reproductive effort of laying geese. We collected laying females in years with a
spring hunt (1999–2000, n = 34) and compared them with birds collected in years without a hunt
(1989–1990, n = 10). All indices of body condition and clutch size were significantly lower in
years with a hunt than in years without, and laying dates were delayed. Tracking of radio-marked
females on the staging and breeding areas showed that a lower proportion of females reached the
nesting areas in years with a hunt (28% in 1999–2000, n = 80) than in years without (85% in
1997–1998, n = 80) and that fewer females nested (9% vs. 56%, respectively). Our results
suggest that the spring hunt negatively affected nesting geese.
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