
ABSTRACTS FOR CONDOR 103(2) MAY 2001

FEATURE ARTICLES

MOVEMENT PATTERNS OF ADULT MALE OVENBIRDS DURING THE
POST-FLEDGING PERIOD IN FRAGMENTED AND FORESTED BOREAL
LANDSCAPES1

ERIN M. BAYNE2

Department of Biology, University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, SK S7N 5E2, Canada.
KEITH A. HOBSON
Prairie and Northern Wildlife Research Center, 115 Perimeter Road, Saskatoon, SK S7N
0X4 Canada, and Department of Biology, University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, SK
S7N 5E2, Canada
1Received 7 June 2000. Accepted 15 January 2001.
2Present address: Department of Biological Sciences, CW 405, Biological Sciences
Center, University of Alberta, Edmonton, AB T6G 2E9, Canada, e-mail:
bayne@ualberta.ca

Abstract. Movement of forest songbirds among isolated forest patches
following breeding represents an important but poorly understood component of
landscape ecology and metapopulation theory.  Using radio-telemetry, we followed 44
male Ovenbirds (Seiurus aurocapillus) during the post-fledging period to determine if
movement patterns differed in landscapes dominated by agriculture versus those
dominated by forest.  No differences in home-range size, mean distance moved per day,
or maximum distance moved were observed for males captured in a forested landscape
versus those captured in forest fragments in an agriculturally dominated landscape.  Male
Ovenbirds observed with young moved less than males without young and rarely crossed
open gaps.  Individuals that failed to breed moved more extensively than successful
breeders, possibly in an effort to find new territories for use in future breeding seasons.
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